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= Jammu and Kashmir police Bagpiper band during the Republic day parade in Bakhshi Stadium
Srinagar on Wednesday. JAVEED SHAH/ HT PHOTO

= A man rides his two-wheeler
decorated with the colours of
national flag in Hubli,
Karnataka, on Wednesday.
PTI PHOTO
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JAMMU & KASHMIR

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah prodded sepa-
ratists to join the dialogue
process initiated by inter-
locutors in the state, *|
hope that you will become
part of the dialogue
process and contribute for
better future of the state,”
he said during his speech.

KARNATAKA

A quick exchange of greet-
ings and a rather reluc-
tant embrace — Governor
HR Bhardwaj and Chief
Minister B S Yeddyurappa
shared the dais at a func-
tion in Bangalore amid the
ongoing bitter political
battle between them. All
eves were riveted on the
two as they greeted each
other with a bouguet of
Nowers and posed for pho-
tographs.

MAHARASHTRA

The Shiv Sena took excep-
tion to Maharashtra gov-
ernor K Sankaranaray-
anan referring to the
neighbouring Navi
Mumbai area as Navi
Bombay during his
address, “It is not expect-
ed from the first person of
the state,” said Manohar
Joshi, former Lok Sabha
Speaker and Sena leader.

BIHAR/JHARKHAND

The Maoists, who had
called lor a boyeott of
Republic Day celebrations,
hoisted black flags in sev-
eral Bihar distriets. In
Jharkhand, Naxals blew
up a school in Palamau
district.

COIMBATORE

Seeking to highlight
importance ol farming
and to enter the Guinness
Book of World Record, a
group of farmers formed a
hugre national Mlag with
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= President Pratibha Patil with

her Indonesian counterpart
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
during the “At Home' at
Rashtrapati Bhawan in New
Delhi. SANJEEV VERMA/ HT PHOTO
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three tonnes ol loodgrains,

The 27 by 30 metre Nag

was aimed creating
awareness and encourag-
ing traditional cccupation
of farming.
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