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HEWDELHI The Delhi Police have
PesUITeCTe 11 et i the pan-
chayati raj system and want to
dig deeper into an area, where
no other civie agency wants Lo
g0 — the Capitals unauthorised
colonies,

Taking a cue from their coun-
terparts in Mumbai and final-
ly putting policing VIP areas a
bit lower on their priority list,
the Delhi Police have decided
to hold weekly police-public
meetings in areas such as
Gokulpuri and Bhajanpura in
the northeast and other areas,
including Shabad Dairy and
Sultanpuri in outer Delhi among
others,

“The idea is not only to
strengthen the publie-police
interface but also to instill a
sense of confidence in the res-
idents of these areas, They may
live in unauthorised colonies
but they are citizens of the city
nonetheless” Delhi police com-
missioner BK Gupta told the
Hindustan Times,

The commissioner said that
such interactions will help the
ity police strengthen their intel-
ligenece network, detect cor-
ruption and also help check
crime,

“These meetings will be held
onee 4 week and officers from
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= According to the Delhi Human Development Report, 2008, more than 65% of Delhi's population lives

in unplanned colonies spread across the Capital.

the local police station will visit
the residents al a designated
spot. The relationship so forged
will ensure that complaints
are dealt with immediately and
effectively. The residents will
feel empowered to complain
about officers they see collud-
ing with the builder mafia
and intelligence inputs will

flow seamlessly,” the commis-
sioner said.

More than 65% of Delhi's pop-
ulation lives in unplanned
colonies, as per the Delhi
Human Development Report
2006. Police believe that the
proximate location of colonies
of the haves and have-nots is a
eritical erimogenic factor, “I7
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wie look at areas such as Rohini
or Dhwarka, these come across
as islands of prosperity sur-
rounded by areas where most
novice criminals have been
found to reside. The only way
to rein them in is to make them
realise that crime doesn't pay,”
said a senior police officer on
condition of anonymity.
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