
skipped the post-match conference because 
of her struggles with her mental health 
(which she had opened up about earli-
er, amidst undeserved criticism). She was 
threatened with expulsion, which forced 
her to resign, and pay a 15,000-dollar fine. 
The world of tennis was plainly, and rather 
brutally, indifferent to the pain of one of 
their best. 
  tournament 
Trans students are much less likely to par-
ticipate in sports activities at school, not 

because of lack of skill, but by virtue of being denied the right to play. They face discri-
mination while still in their early teens. They are attacked to the point where they are 
unable to step out of their homes without conforming to 
a heteronormative definition of ‘normal’. 

Men’s games are given significantly more importance and 
coverage. They are paid more for competing at the same 
level as female, disabled, and trans players. This is indica-
tive of a system that is rigged against the vast majority of 
its participants. 

We must absolutely dismantle the institution of patriar-
chy. This kind of hostility is appalling; sports are meant to be about talent, and nothing 
else. Underrepresented people deserve a shot at striving for excellence, at chasing their 
dreams. They deserve to have a chance to do what they are capable of doing. 

- Anivartin Daga and Sara Jayakumar, 10
(with inputs from Shiveka Bakshi, 12)

Sports are premised on the idea of competition. But for us to compete fairly, there always needs to be a level 
playing field. We have failed to achieve equality within sports. Such a dilemma is a shame, considering that 
they are meant to be a unifying force – we should embrace diversity, and not suppress it. The language of 
sports is universal – it cuts across petty societal divisions. 

Behind the sweet facade of inclusivity, we actively refuse to bring many players into the fold, solely because 
they are different from us. We rob them of recognition, and viewers of their exemplary talent. 
 Take the example of the renowned Naomi Osaka – number two in women’s tennis, and former U.S. Open 
Champion – who is a Japanese woman of colour. After winning her first match in the French Open, she 

A TributeA Tribute
Flames engulfed body after body in crematorium

 after crematorium – flames that would circle their 
  way around the cirrus clouds, obscure the afternoon sun, 

and dissolve into the noon-blue. 
The sky had been tinted a nasty amber for weeks to
 follow. These men, women and children had once 

thrived on the streets of the city. They would cover their 
alarm clocks with their palms early in the morning to es-
cape the relentless screech. They would rush out of their 
apartments with their breakfasts half-eaten. They would 

jostle for 
empty seats on the metro. They would wholeheartedly 
   anticipate the ringing of the school bell. They would

 return home to their parents and children. 

But where are they now? 

They are gone, perhaps just as casually as one erases chalk 
marks from a blackboard. From friends, and neighbours, 
and sons, and daughters, and fathers, and mothers, to bod-
ies, and ashes, and nothingness. From relaxed selfies to gar-

landed portraits on the drawing room wall. 

~ ~ ~

Amidst this dreary situation, all of us were struggling
 with our own issues. Countless children and their

 families were infected during this second wave, and 
many tough battles were fought. Yet, it was heart-warming 
to see how many students went out of their way to help 

those in need of oxygen, hospital beds, and various
 medicines by spreading the word through WhatsApp 

messages and Instagram stories. Links of different NGOs/
foundations and helplines were posted and reposted. The 

sympathy and unity displayed by everyone was 
commendable. 

We know these have been difficult times and some people 
have lost their close ones during the pandemic. We 

would like to offer our deepest condolences to those fam-
ilies.

 May their souls forever rest in peace. 

-Shiveka Bakshi, 12 and Shyla Upadhyay, 11 

Traansformation of Sports 
Levelling the Field
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LGBTQIA+ shows you might have missed!

- Advaita Sehgal, 11



Pronouns - Not A Trend
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52 years ago a single brave voice screamed “gay power” as the stonewall 
riots ensued. Stonewall is often considered the event that founded the 
modern Queer Liberation Movement. Therefore, it is one of the best to 
consider when understanding Pride. The LGBTQIA+ community has al-
ways been cast out. They have always faced historical persecution, either 
for their gender or their sexuality. Science has proven time and again 
that the claims of the queer community are valid. Social consensus has 
changed to acceptance of individuals who merely seek no barriers in love. 
 

However, what now consists of small pockets of social resistance, was all the rage just a few years ago. The first legal-
isation of gay marriage was in 2001. Even today, homosexuality is a crime in 72 countries. This is important because 
the LGBTQIA+ community has been socially ostracised for years. They have been thrown out of homes, rejected by 
family and friends, and beaten up by strangers. They were condemned to die in the AIDS epidemic that governments 
refused to treat. They were denied the basic civil rights we accord any other individual. Rights as basic as marriage, as 
fundamental as personal identity, have been robbed from them. 
 
It is only when your ability to be yourself is stripped away that you realise the importance of having pride in it. Pride 
as an event, as an idea, does not exist to celebrate the queer community for existing. It exists to scream in bold rainbow 
letters that “I am who I am despite what has been done to me. I exist despite oppression. I exist to be proud of my liberation”.  The pride in 
surviving society’s war on your identity is why Pride exists.

- Siddhant Nagrath, 11

     

Scrolling through the list of participants in a zoom meeting, I’m sure 
names with she/her etc., must have caught your eye. Some of you might 
have skipped past it, thinking it’s just another “trend” everyone will get 
over within a few months. But adding pronouns beside your name is a way 
to normalise them and support trans individuals who are denied adequate 
representation. They have a deeper meaning, and they’re here to stay. 

Gender is  no  longer  constricted  to two  archaic  binaries. Being  born  in  the  body  of  a  male/female  is  just  our  
biological  sex. Gender  gives  us  the  freedom  to  express  ourselves. It’s  a  spectrum  with  which  comes  the  use  of  
pronouns. When  we  think of pronouns, we think of the age-old she/her, he/him, and for plural, they/them. But it isn’t 
just these anymore. Gender is a way of life, and pronouns facilitate that.

Cis people identify as the same gender they were born. Their pronouns would be she/her or he/him. Non-binary people 
use pronouns ranging from she/they, he/they, they/them and combinations of the same. They/them are used as singular 
pronouns too. Genderfluid people are comfortable with all pronouns - he/she/they. So, while talking about them to a third 
party, she’s satisfied with you referring to him as a girl as well. The preceding sentence was very confusing, but it has layers 
to it, just like the rest of us do. Embracing it is the bare minimum.Creating a more accepting world for people to be who 
they really are, is as easy as using the correct pronouns. So, it’s our time to acknowledge and embrace them!

                         
   - Sara Jayakumar, 10 and Shyla Upadhyay, 11

Looking through the Prism

MicrofictionPride: Explained!

The Story of Mavendra Singh Gohil

Manvendra Singh Gohil is the crown prince of 
Rajpipla in Rajasthan. He is the first and only openly gay roy-
al in not only India but in the whole world. For years, he has 
raised awareness and acceptance of same-sex relationships with 
his charity, the Lakshya Foundation. He hid his homosexu-
ality from his parents and those around him for many years. 

Finally, he revealed his sexuality to a journalist. Since then, he has 
appeared on many tv shows and has tried to normalize the idea 
of a royal being gay. 

He recently opened his palace to members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community who need a safe space to get back on their feet af-

ter coming out. He has also helped create job opportunities for openly gay men in India 
who often find themselves stigmatized. 

Prince Mavendra is a true inspiration and a beacon of hope 
for those who are shunned in our society.

- Jehan Bhandal, 11

We only see things as black and white,
Ignore the beautiful hues of a rainbow - colors so bright.
We snub people and hurt their feelings,
Shatter their dreams of breaking the glass ceiling.
They share their innermost thoughts and feelings,
Bruised egos and hearts that are bleeding.
It took mighty courage for them to come forward,
It’s time to bridge the gap, we can’t be cowards.

Have no prejudices, we can’t afford to marginalize,
Are we not humane enough to hear their stifled cries?
LGBTQ+ treated as though they are not the same,
Taking blame for what they have no control over,
It’s such a shame!

They are only looking for acceptance in our hearts,
Let’s join them in their moment of joy and do our part.
We call ourselves modern and progressive,
Reality bites, in many ways we are so oppressive.
The judging, the exclusion, it only smothers.
God created eachone with uniqueness

What a stellar show.... boy o boy!
Denial and deceit only lead to heartbreak,
Live and let live should be the motto for everyone’s sake,
Life is a precious gift, let it be a journey of bliss,
Lived with a smile and eyes without mist.
Let’s embrace them, lets applaud. 

                                                 - Kabir Bahl, 9

Being human is about being creative, emotional, social, intelligent, curious 
and being able to feel love, all rolled into one. - Anhad Kashyap, 6
 
Being human is not how you look or how you speak but it is about how 
your inner self feels. - Anant Agarwal, 6 

He stood in the crowd, people avoiding him like there was an invisible bar-
rier between him and the world. And maybe there was. - Abeer Datta, 7

Not having to choose between being joyful or sad- in the nature of being 
able to be both broken and complete at the same time. - Shreeja Jindal, 7

Being human isn’t how you look, think, feel or function. It’s about having 
the choices in life, to be more than a puppet of fate, to be free to express 
yourself the way you want. - Kaavya Mukherjee Saha, 8

They looked up at the starry sky, deep in thought as the sun rose from the 
depths of the blue sea. Deep in thought about who they identified as. Who 
they were as a person? Why did people object to them being... human? - 
Avni Gandhi, 8

“Choose!” said society. So I chose to be proud of myself. - Adya Chopra, 9

Let the words of disapproval bounce off your armour. After all love is love 
and it’s beautiful. - Amara Alyssa Lall, 9

We hold hands, a sense of comfort between us. Thrown away are the labels 
as we look on with eyes full of love and beating hearts. - Ananya Juneja, 10

Don’t change the script, change the cast. Don’t change the way you look at 
him, change the way you think. Don’t ask him to change who he loves, for 
the girl of his dreams is a guy. - Khushi Juneja, 10

I am a person made of flesh and bone yet my love can never be shown. A 
minute of peace is all I ask, a place to finally let down my mask. - Aryan 
Agarwal, 11

For a long time we have grown used to Adam and Eve as the standard but 
what if Adam was secretly in love with Steve and Eve with Madam Smith? 
- Gabiya Nayyar, 11

Arrows flying high and low, people fall in love with man, woman, friend 
and foe. For the heart is made to love the soul, male, female, young and 
old. - Devashii Sahu, 12

She doesn’t feel like a girl, nor like a boy. One day she wears a dress while 
the other long shorts. And that’s when she experiences the most joy. - 
Ananya Mehra, 12 

Twinkling fairy lights, slow music and good food. Entwined close together, 
they braided each other’s hair and twirled around arm in arm. Unaware of 
the judgements that lay outside their window, they danced the night away.
- Prarthna Batra, 12



 

Editor’s Column 
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EUPHORIA

Blood Bias

The petrichor emerges from the emerald green grass,
And her sundress flows with the wind. 
The sun emits its yellow light onto the wine glasses,
Empty, as they balance themselves on the hole made by her 
footprint. 

The birds twitter on the tree branches that try not to break 
to hold them,
They had the power to erase the mind’s phantasmagoria.
The shadow-dance of the clouds over the burning sand,
As the girl falls deeper into the state of euphoria. 

The colorless ocean returns each second to kiss the shore,
Today she was not going to weep.
The blue-eyed girl hoped this was not an ephemera,
Instead what sleeping beauty dreamt of in her ever-lasting 
sleep. 

Every cloud has a silver lining, yet this one had gold,
And along with the moon who had just appeared, they were 
on the qui vive.
To protect the Belle with the beautiful smile,
Who chose to wear her heart on her sleeve.

- Sahima Mittal, 9

Cancel Culture. Fear it, or revel in its glory. We all know what it is and what it can do. 
Absolute social ostracisation. One often hears stories about celebrities who have been ‘ex-
posed’ as racist and bigoted for something they did years ago.

Very recently, a video of Billie Eilish using a racial slur went viral. The media jumped at the 
opportunity to cancel her. Twitter storms raged and hashtags abounded as internet trolls 
thrived in their natural habitat. It was the quintessential hotpot of disaster. Of course, this 
was followed by a public apology by Billie Eilish. To summarise, she said that she was 13 
in that video and it did not represent who she is now. In fact, she didn’t even know that 
the word was a slur at the time. 

This trend of cancelling someone for something done by them in the distant past is an 
everyday occurrence. Of course, there are incidents where cancel culture is justified such 
as the cases of R. Kelly and Kevin Spacey. Yet where does one draw the line between what 
is ‘politically incorrect’ and ‘just a joke’? One has to consider the shift in social norms of 
10-15 years ago to today’s world. 

Cancel Culture has its merits. The ability to freely call out unjustified and bigoted acts is a 
form of free speech and protest. However, when used in blind rage, it can often ruin one’s 
public image. People learn, things change and the world evolves. To judge an individual 
on something they did in the past can be unfair.

It is important to call out insensitive actions. However, one must acknowledge that people 
learn from their mistakes. Cancel culture, when used appropriately, is a powerful weapon 
for social justice. Yet, it is just a tool. Depending on how it is used, it can uplift or destroy. 

- Kavin Bhatia, 12

Cancel Culture: Censorship or Justice?

She was returning home from a pain-
ful cramp-filled day at school and had to 
make a quick pit stop at the chemist. As she 
paid for her sanitary napkins, the cashier 
wrapped her package in newspaper and 
then concealed it in a black polythene bag. 
The 13-year-old couldn’t help but wonder 
why the other shoppers at the chemist left 
without their goods being concealed and 
hidden away like that. Was getting her pe-
riod a crime? Did she do something wrong? 
She went home that day full of different 
thoughts, with the underlying feeling of 
embarrassment. 

As she reached home with the forbidden black package, her mother shunned her from the 
kitchen and told her she was ‘unholy’. Belittled, she went to her room and came out later 
for the evening puja, yet again she was forbidden from stepping in the mandir. She thought 
to herself - What is wrong with my period? Why am I being treated differently? 

This is just a description of a day in the lives of most Indian girls during their period, when 
they are shunned and made to feel like outcasts because of something so natural. Period 
blood is the only blood that doesn’t stem from a place of violence. Yet, it is the only blood 
that triggers this differential treatment. 

I fail to understand how we live in a country where women choosing not to give birth is a 
concept that society finds hard to grasp, but the very process that enables birth is something 
to be ashamed of. I want to grow up in a world where menstruation is no longer a taboo, 
a world where we applaud our women for the pain they endure, and a world where no girl 
ever has to sacrifice her menstrual health.

Tupac once wisely said, “And since we all came from a woman, got our name from a woman 
and our game from a woman, I wonder why we take from our women.”

- Prarthna Batra, 12

Dear Reader, 
We are living in a time which no generation of hu-
manity has ever witnessed. Never has such a great 
calamity spread across every inch of the globe, 
marring every house, every city, and every action 
that we take. 
The fear and paranoia that prevails among us, even 
as cases decline and the wrath of the second wave 
recedes from our lives, has bound us in a web of 
worry, anger, and frustration. In such times, we 
must remember that this too shall pass. We have 
braved two great storms of contagion and shall 
continue to do so. However, if we are to win this 
battle, we must deal with the trauma of the second 
wave. We must try to compartmentalise our lives, 
giving only a specific amount of importance to 
the overwhelmingly negative news that is flooding 
our faculties from all directions and try to bring as 
much positivity in our lives as we can. 
Let us try to stand together, even as we have been 
forced into a second quarantine, and use the mir-
acles of modern technology to keep our bonds of 
camaraderie going. If we know someone who is 
under the grip of the virus, we should try our best 
to reach out in every way we can. In this spirit, 
keep safe. Follow all precautions and stand togeth-
er. This is not the time to succumb to Pandemic 
Fatigue, rather it is that one defining moment in 
history, when humanity must rise up in arms and 
work to vanquish this virus once and for all.

Regards, 
Manan Ahuja, 12



When the summer break started, our family got Covid 
19. We isolated ourselves and while doing so, we 
spent a lot of time together.  After we recovered, we 
went to my cousin sister’s house for a sleepover. I did 
the burma bridge, played on swings and did swim-
ming at her house. After a few days, we went to our 
house in Kasauli. I went plum picking and collected 
pine cones. My mother and I together made plum 
marmalade and even did some baking. I also went to 
Mashobra on a strawberry trail and collected straw-
berries. I really had a lot of fun.      Sagarika Sikri 3A 

BOOKS BOOKS 
To start off with, I think books are amazing, delight-
ful, flabbergasting, extraordinary. I do not think there 
are enough words in the galaxy to capture the beauty 
and art of writing. I have always had a passion for 
reading and  absolutely admire the amazing authors 
who write them. They  work on them day and night, 
putting their blood, sweat and tears into the book. 
This always pays off in the end, the results are almost 
never disappointing. I enjoy the sensation of being 
swept away into a fictional world where all the limits 
set for the world can be broken. I know it's a good 
book when you start feeling empathy or emotions for 
the characters. From when a character dies, to when 
a friend betrays, to when you find out the villain is 
actually alive and kicking and wasn’t really defeated, 
to when you can actually taste what they are eating, 
when you are essentially living their life right along 
with them through their highest and lowest moments 
through thick and thin.  But one of my favourite things 
is how and when you read it. Like when I read it on 
a rainy day, with the raindrops dripping - dropping on 
my window creating an eerie sound.  While I am in 
bed with my blanket and my sister cuddling me, as 
I have a cup of hot cocoa -   the traditional smell of 
books, breathing in the wafts of the cocoa and the 
book, then slowly unknowingly drifting off to sleep. 
Or outside on the grass with the breeze making my 
hair lift in the wind, my legs against the blunt blades 
of grass enjoying a cup of warm milk along with it. 
With all the crazy things going around the world these 
days, I think this is the best way to relax and take a 
break.                                    
                                          - Maedhaavi Mahajan 5A

I did not enjoy my summer break as much as I ex-
pected to. Though I read a lot of books, started 
learning skating and played in my garden every eve-
ning, I missed school a lot. I did have a good time 
attending the Summer Happiness Program where I 
learnt about experiments and performed the role of 
Lavender in Matilda. Playing board games with my 
family was fun. In spite of doing so many activities, 
I kept waiting for the day school would reopen so I 
could start my studies again and meet my friends 
online.                         Aanandita Gupta 3A

THE LOCKDOWN SUMMER BREAKTHE LOCKDOWN SUMMER BREAK

परेड़ परेड़ - परेड़़ ों का हमाररे  जीवन में बहुत महत्वपणू्म स्ान ह।ै अगर हमाररे जीवन में  परेड़ न ह़ त़ हमारा जीवन ही असों भव ह़ता । आज परेड़ ह ैत़ हम स्वच्छ सासँ लरे 
रहरे हैं। परेड़ हमें वाय ुदरेतरे हैं जजसरे प्ाप्त कर हम सासँ लरे पातरे हैं। परेड़ वातावरण का ननयों त्रण बनाए रखतरे हैं और पया्मवरण क़ शुद्ध करतरे हैं। परेड़़ ों सरे प्दूषण कम  
ह़ता ह ैऔर वातावरण स्वच्छ रहता ह।ै परेड़ प्दूनषत हवा व हाननकारक काब्मन डाइऑक्ाइड क़ शुद्ध व साफ़ हवा में बदल दरेतरे हैं। परेड़़ ों करे  ह़नरे सरे  प्कृनत का 
नजारा बहुत अद्तु व आकष्मक ददखता ह ैऔर प्कृनत का सों तलुन बना रहता ह।ै परेड़  हमाररे जीवन क़ सुनवधा जनक बनातरे हैं। परेड़़ ों सरे हमें दवाइया,ँ रबर और 
लकड़ी इत्ादद जसैी चीजें ममलती हैं। परेड़ धरती क़ शीतलता प्दान करतरे हैं। यही नही ों गममी में परेड़ हमें सूरज की कड़कती धपू सरे छावँ व राहत ददलातरे हैं। परेड़ 
मनुष़ ों करे  ललए ही नही ों पशु -पक्षिय़ ों  करे  ललए भी महत्वपूण्म है। गाोंव़ ों में भी ल़ग परेड़़ ों की सूखी टहननय़ ों क़ जलाकर उस पर खाना पकाया करतरे हैं। हमें ल़ग़ ों 
क़ परेड़़ ों करे  महत्व करे  बाररे में बताना चादहए और मनुष़ ों क़ अपनरे ननजी स्वार्म करे  ललए परेड़ काटनरे सरे ऱकना चादहए। हमें अपनरे पया्मवरण क़ हरा-भरा और सुन्दर 
बनानरे करे  ललए अधधक सरे अधधक परेड़ लगानरे चादहए। तभी त़ कहतरे हैं, परेड़ लगाओगरे त़ पृथ्ी क़ बचा पाओगरे। परेड़ हमाररे जीवन का अक्भन्न अोंग ह ैऔर इनकी 
रषिा करना हमारा कत्मव्य है। हररयाली करे  खरेल सरे, धरती खखलरे बसों त । वषृिाऱपण कीजजए, खुक्शया ँममलरे अनोंत।।           

                                                   अमरेर धसोंह सों ध ु५ अ                               

Transforming Waste Material - Recycling Activity Class 2

'Learning the letter B' - Foundation making bread and 
butter sandwiches for breakfast
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House Meetings
We kickstarted our first ever online house 
meeting with the introduction of all the 
Red House prefects. This was followed 
by a short video of two of the Red House 
alumni sharing how they felt about Red 
House. This was complemented with the 
Red House prefects talking about cer-
tain necessary traits. This discussion was 
carried forward by a game - Scavenger 
Hunt! The prefects named some objects 
and everyone had to quickly hunt for 
them. Whoever got it first was declared 
the winner. Everyone enjoyed the game, 
and it helped break the ice. We ended 
the session by screaming our house chant 
“Jeetega Bhai Jeetega Red House Jeetega!”

- Praneel Midha, Red House Captain

From our best attempts to scream “Sha-
lalalalalalala Green Green” in the zoom 
meeting to having one student eagerly 
wanting to know when our next house 
meeting will be, the Green House meeting 
was a perfect get-together. We started the 
meeting with a quiz on the achievements of 
Green House in the past years and the peo-
ple who made our house what it is. After-
wards the house prefects introduced them-
selves and even shared their experiences as a 
GreenHouse member. We ended the meet-
ing with a proposal for all house members 
to think of an idea for a mascot, something 
new that makes everyone come together.

-Tishya Kasliwal, Green House Captain

The proud members of yellow house 
trooped in as the Track and Field  tune 
played in the background and a welcome 
poster was displayed on the screen. The Se-
nior School House Captain greeted all the 
members and spoke about the importance 
of basic tenets that sports brings forth. The 
House Prefect and the Junior School Cap-
tain continued the discussion by highlight-
ing the advantages of being a part of Yellow 
House. The objective of the meeting was to 
inspire the members to achieve their best, 
so all prefects from Yellow House gave 
their inputs in their areas of expertise. To 
conclude, a Yellow House Poster was made.

- Mahika Dalmia, Yellow House Captain

The excitement about the first-ever house 
meeting was palpable as blue house mem-
bers logged into the zoom meeting. The 
electrified atmosphere and renewed op-
timism visible on every one of the blue 
house’s members was the perfect epitome 
of what the house stood for. The meeting 
began with a brief introduction of all the 
blue house prefects,  followed by a quick 
overview of the year ahead. After that, we 
voted on the unofficial mascot for blue 
house. The wolf emerged as the victor by 
a landslide. The meeting ended with the 
teachers saying a few words about the house 
and pushing us to enrich our house’s legacy.
- Anshuman Singh, Blue House Captain

Green House
Online for the second time, the In-
ter-House Mark D’Souza Competition 
is one of the biggest and most adored 
competitions school holds. This is what 
makes putting up the show even harder 
- it has to be just perfect. Green House 
tried to achieve this perfection on every 
cover and track working tirelessly during 
multiple zoom meetings. The experience 
of putting up the final show was a very 
hectic but exciting process. The editing, 

re-editing and re-recording never seemed to end. By the end of it, 
the participants could practically sing “If I could Fly” and “It’s a 
Man’s World” backwards. Extremely happy with the end result, 
Green House bagged the First Position in the Duet Category (rep-
resented by Krishna Dev Agarwal and Asees Kaur), Second in the 
Solo Category (Represented by Asees Kaur) and Second Position 
Overall. 
Hopefully, the next Inter-House Western Music Competition isn’t 
one in which we have to be looking at our computer screens, but 
instead feel the exhilaration in the Junior School Class Act Area 
while everyone cheers “Shalalalalalalala Green Green!”.

- Krishna Dev Agarwal and Advaita Sehgal, 11

Blue House
Music lifts our hearts in one breath to heav-
en. The  23rd Mark D’ Souza Memorial 
Inter House Western Music Competition 
did just that.  Blue house was represented by 
Devashii Sahu in the solo category, Joshua 
George and Devashii Sahu in the instru-
mental group and a set of highly talented 
instrumentalists ( Yusin Pokharel, Vivasvat 
Rastogi, Mehek Anand, Aryan Aggarwal, Ansh Mehta, Rohan 
Malhotra and Ayushmaan Kher) who bagged the first prize in their 
category. The vocalists heard the song many times that by the end, 
the lyrics just flowed naturally! Having found ‘Duet’ the most 
challenging category to coordinate in, they even collaborated with 
non-participating house members to get constructive feedback. 
Blue house presented “Set Fire To The Rain” By Adele, “Like I’m 
Going To Lose You” By Meghan Trainor and their own original track 
in the solo, duet and instrumental categories. The meetings, the
constant talking brought back the excitement to the online com-
petition. Even after a successful performance online, they all be-
lieved that the physical atmosphere and the blue coloured ribbons 
and tattoos along with the crowd chanting “Let’s Go Blue House, 
Let’s Go!” was something that they will always miss and cherish. 
Well done, Blue House, you worked really hard, and it shows! 

- Devashii Sahu, 12 and Daksayani Chandra, 11 

Red House
In times of tragedy and despair, the light 
of life is what keeps us going, and we must 
celebrate that life. With countless hours 
spent on recording, retakes, compiling, and 
editing, Red House had their eyes set on first 
place. A lot of hardwork went into smoothen-
ing the tunes of “Photograph” and making 
it picture-perfect. The Duet Category was 
tough to work on as the coordination of in-

struments and vocalists was challenging on the online platform. The 
instrumentalists spent many days creating different beats and tunes. 
Their goal was to hit the right chord in the hearts of the audience, 
and they were determined to achieve this. Making sure the audio 
was clean, working with different instruments, and brain-storming 
till hours past dawn to meet deadlines raised stress levels. However, 
it all worked out in the end. Red house bagged the First Position in 
Solo Category, Third Position in Duet Category and Third Position 
in Instrumental Category - overall winning Second Place. In times 
where everyone is isolated in their own homes, music brought Red 
House together and played the melodies of unity and harmony.

- Shaivya Gupta and Shyla Upadhyay, 11

Yellow House
The path to the championship wasn’t always 
as smooth as yellow house’s marvellous videos 
made it seem. The house stocked to the brim 
with talent began crafting its path to success 
within the selection process itself. An intensive 
audition process that evaluated everything 
from sheer natural talent to vocal compatibility 
eventually yielded one of the youngest but eas-
ily one of the most talented batch of perform-
ers. However the work had just begun. The first 
obstacle in their way were song selections, in fact the duet song was 
selected at the last minute. 

Yet the natural talent of these performers nurtured under the watch-
ful gaze of the yellow house seniors acting in the guise of mentors en-
sured mind-blowing final products. Apart from just the music yellow 
brought together its collection of artists and video editors to compile 
and edit clips into gorgeous visuals that served as the backdrop for 
those jaw dropping performances. Hard work and a never ending 
supply of talent and determination carved this path to victory.

- Mahika Dalmia, 12 and Siddhant Nagrath, 11

We organised an Online College Fair for the students of classes 9-12 that 
was conducted by our alumni who are currently studying either in their 
3rd or 4th year in different colleges across the world. A total of 26 alumni 
spoke at the College Fair representing USA, UK, Singapore, Canada and 
India. Some of the best institutions were represented. The alumni spoke 
about different aspects of the admission process – right from the application, 
writing of essays, sports quota , using the opportunities available in school, 
about a value including honesty, life on campus, choosing majors, selecting 
subjects in classes 11 and 12, academic grades etc. A total of more than 
250 students and parents attended the meetings across different countries. 

Although  our first attempt,  this fair went off well with technology being 
on our side.  Our Alumni spoke well and were precise. As expected, the 
largest number of students attended the talk on Universities in the States. 
For the next editions of the fair, the following changes can be made:

a. Instead of the alumni speaking all the way, our students should have 
a Q&A session with them so that we can hear students’ voices and their 
doubts. 
b. Sessions for different countries should be planned at different times and 
days as many children wanted to attend sessions for more than one country. 
c. We should compile the email addresses of the speakers and share it with 
those who may want to contact them individually. 
d. Make this an ongoing feature of the school calendar.
We will be uploading the recordings of the various sessions on our YouTube 
channel so that all the children who missed it could see it or even go back 
to it  as a reference.

- Mrs. Arshita Bhandari Kapoor

The Coronavirus has impacted everyone 
in the world in one way or the other. For 
some it has been  worse than others. Some 
people do not have the money to get med-
ications, and they are suffering. From this  
adversity two COVID warriors came out.  

Miheeka Bagla and Geetika Jain of Class 
9 saw that organisations of India were low 
on money causing them to not have enough resources to help 
those in need. They both were touched by the  plight of mil-
lions of Indians in the remote parts of the country.  Therefore, 
they decided to put their talents to good use. They conducted 

a series of workshops on  craft - making and 
creative cooking for children across India, 
Dubai, and Singapore. 

They taught kids as young as 5 years. Gee-
tika and Miheeka spent 50 hours preparing 
the workshops and they  conducted these 
sessions by themselves over a period of 2 
weeks . From these sessions the total pro-
ceeds, INR 50,000 earned were donated to 
the Shakti Foundation—towards Covid-19 

relief and support for the most marginalised across India. This 
act of kindness done by our students truly show that the chil-
dren of the world can be the future  for this planet.

- Diya Nambiar, 9

Summer Break College Fair Covid Warriors of 2021
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Director: Amit V. Masurkar
Cinematography :  Rakesh Haridas
Producers : Amit V. Masurkar, 
Bhushan Kumar, Vikram Malhotra, Krishan Kumar
Music director : Benedict Taylor, Bandish Projekt, 
Naren Chandavarkar
Rating - 4/5

T12, our ‘on the run’ tigress and Vidya Vincent, our protagonist navigates through the jun-
gles to fulfill their duties, one as an animal to survive and the other as an Indian Forest officer. 
Director Amit Masurkar navigates the storyline through the themes of man vs animal, pa-
triarchy, the layers of bureaucracy, local politics, illegal poachers, nepotism, and the tug 
of war between conscience and convenience. Supported by an experienced and authen-
tic cast, Vidya Balan shoulders the storyline with measured steps, and gives just about 
enough to the audience to ponder on the reality at the end of 2 hours and 15 minutes. 

The cinematography by Rakesh Haridas brings the jungle home and binds the vi-
suals. The movie presents conflicts but this time the good doesn’t win. It showcas-
es a plain, simple, and hurtful reality. I wish, though, that the ending was not so abrupt. 

The song “Mein Sherni” by Akasa and Raftaar is powerful and symbolic anthem of wom-
anhood.  This movie leaves its pug marks in all the right spaces. To find out whether our 
Shernis overcome the obstacles they encounter, I recommend you to watch Sherni on Ama-
zon Prime today.       
          

 -Daksayani Chandra, 11

Four class 12 students - Sabeer Bhullar, Aarush Shah, Ansh Mehta, and Ishaan  Wahi came together 
to do their bit in fighting this lethal wave of  COVID-19. The initiative was born during one of their 
FIFA gaming sessions. 

Stuck, detained, and bored-sick at home, we’re always thinking of creative ways to entertain our-
selves. Seeing the dire situation around us, we were eager to find ways to contribute however we 
could. We thought about organising a virtual FIFA tournament, where people can pay a  minimum 
of Rs.500 to register themselves. Everyone can come together to play some enjoyable matches 
from the safety of their homes, and at the same time, raise money for resources. All the proceeds 
from this tournament were donated directly to the Hemkunt  Foundation for immediate COVID 
relief. There are millions of people looking for oxygen cylinders and medicines, and while we are 
not equipped to provide  those, we do want to collectively donate to the right hands.  We’ve started 
small but we’re working on a plan to organise this tournament at a larger scale where more people 
can combine their love for gaming with helping society. We’ve collected Rs. 36,000 until now, and 
we foresee collecting a bigger amount from future tournaments. No amount of donations is enough 
to help India’s devastating Covid situation right now, but we want to do all we can to even slightly 
improve the situation.             

  - Aarush Shah,12

Game For A ChangeMovie Review: Sherni

“Mental Health is very important in these times so I 

decided to make a poster in which all of your negative 

thoughts go away after you think about something 

cheerful and let positive thoughts flow in your mind.”
                 

- Anant Agarwal, 6

“Having good mental health helps you lead a relatively 

happy and healthy life, but during the pandemic it has 

been hard for us to deal with negative emotions.Through 

my poster I have tried to depict all these emotions.”
    

 - Shagun Singh, 7

“My poster represents how our brain is like a garden, 

which should be watered with positivity daily and 

should not have any thorns of negativity.”

- Amaeera Kher, 8

“Will we ever resort back to the era of traditionalism, 

where breathing brazenly would not be an offence, 

where we could replace virtual screens with blackboards 

and couches with timbered benches?” 
                                        

                                         - Riyaa Agarwal, 11 

Please email your artwork to newsletter@vasantvalley.org to have 
it featured here.

Art Column


